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They decided that Semon might take as much gold and
diamonds as he pleased, and .that, if he had a desire in his
heart, it should be granted him.
" I should like ", said he, " to understand the language
of all animals, reptiles, and birds." " Be it so/' said the
King, " but if you tell anybody whatever what you shall
have seen and heard of the animals, you shall die/3
Semon went home. He understood the words of animals,
reptiles, and birds. He perceived that they knew all the
secrets of men, and that they told one to another the things
that should come to pass. His hair stood up on his head,
and what between laughter and fright he found himself
at Death's door. He retraced his steps and came to the
village. He heard the cats, the dogs, the cocks and the
hens telling that Semon's pockets and the breast of his coat
were full of gold and precious stones. He went into his
house and threw all the treasures he was carrying at the feet
of his wife.
" Where does all that come from ? " she persisted in
asking.
" Enjoy it and ask no questions," said Semon. He heard
the house-dog and the fowls talking of all that was happening
in the house. He laughed, and sometimes too he was angry.
His wife noticed it and would know what it was all about.
She besought him, she wept, she fumed. At last one day
Sernon promised to tell her on the morrow all about it.
But the dog heard him. The same evening the cock was
driving his hens before him, with a sound like cluck, cluck,
cluck \ he entered by the door. The dog said to him, " Why
are you clucking like that ? Our master has promised his
wife to tell her everything to-morrow evening, and he will
die, They will come and cut your throat and kill me, and
rob and demolish our master's house."
" Since everything must come to an end some day,"
answered the cock, " it may just as well come at once. As
for me, I have forty hens, and they all obey me. If our
master spoiled his wife a little less, it would be better for
her; he himself would not die, and none of these troubles
would come upon us."
Semon heard this talk and took a lesson from it.    He